


 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we share this news: Kate has 

crossed the Bridge. After many years of sound athleticism 

Kate’s body simply wound down, and when we saw that she was struggling we made the 

decision to let her go.  

 

Kate’s arrival in our lives was the portal through which we stepped into the world of herd-

ing and purebred dog sport. We have made many true friends and have had countless re-

warding experiences in the dog world. For that and many other reasons we have in large 

part Kate to thank. So if you would indulge me some sentimentality, I would like to share 

Kate’s story.  

 

She was not our first ACD, but she was our first AKC registered dog. When we decided to 

buy a registered ACD we researched for many months. Our search finally narrowed to three 

imminent litters, all with due dates in the 

same week. All were well bred litters, but 

the decision from which to choose was 

clinched when Steve saw Kate’s breeder, 

Jackie Juniker, work Kate’s mama, Sage. 

We’d had an ACD who’d work livestock, 

but ever the competitor, Steve was in-

trigued by this herding trial business. 

Choosing the right pup from the litter was 

a painstaking endeavor for me. I spent 

countless hours “in the whelping box” ap-

plying this puppy aptitude test and that. 

For Steve the decision was easy. He 

swears that at age ten days Kate turned 

her head up to him and winked! No doubt 

that “wink” was just her eyes beginning to 

open, but no matter; Kate was his from 

that point on. 

 

At eight weeks old Kate already displayed 

the confidence and hutzpah that would carry her through her trial career. On the same to-

ken that zest for life made puppy training a wee bit of a challenge. <grin> At puppy obedi-

ence class, halt at the heel meant turn and sit facing the pup in back of us (Who’s that fol-

lowing me?!?!). A short time later in handling class, Kate made it clear that she had no pa-

tience for treats and stacking as she forged around the ring to meet the dog in front of her. 



The instructor’s pronouncement: “You simply must get a handle on her!”  

 

At seven months old Kate was instinct tested by Terry Parrish, who would become Steve’s 

mentor. Terry was at the time primarily a BC trainer, but she saw in Kate what she later 

deemed “a one in a million dog and decided to take Steve and Kate as students. The trio 

clicked, and Kate was off and running! At eleven months old Kate earned her PT. Just two 

months later she made her National Specialty debut by going High in Trial on cattle. At age 

18 months, she made her B Course debut from the Intermediate class and became the  

youngest ACD to go HIT on that course. Working in the open field became so natural for 

Kate that Steve began running her in USBCHA sheepdog trials. There was a fair amount of 

snickering when Steve first took Kate to the handler’s post, but the snickering soon 

stopped when Kate shot off a 275 yard outrun and brought her sheep to the post! At last, 

an outlet for all that puppy hutzpah! <g> However, in true ACD fashion, Kate’s first love 

was working cattle. She was agile and had a quick, low heel bite but would hit a nose just 

as sure! She could hold the pressure and never gave ground. She exeled at the “dance” of 

free penning, which helped her win an unrivaled 

total of four Nat’l Specialty calcuttas. I remember 

how she bounded up the bleachers after her 2004 

run with a big, ol’ Cattledog grin that fairly shouted, 

“Howdja all like that?” Ever the ham…… 

 

Kate’s indomitable spirit and natural ability gar-

nered her many “firsts” and set many records in-

cluding: 

 

 Both the youngest and the oldest ACD to go HIT 

on cattle at a Nat’l Specialty, at age 13 months 

and age 12 years respectively 

 

 The youngest ACD HIT – Course B 

 

 The first ACD AKC Dual Champion bitch 

 

 The first ACD quadruple champion 

(HC,HTCH,WTCH,CH) 

 

 Most National Specialty Cattle Champion wins (four) 

 

 Most National Specialty Cattle Calcutta wins 

 

 First ACD quad-champion to produce a quad champion 

 

Kate retired from trialing after her swan song at the 2006 National. Steve asked her for 



“just one more time”, and she gave it to him without blinking an eye or missing a step. 

 

Kate remained Steve’s right hand man around the place after her retirement, but in 2008 

at age fourteen, as she began to slow down, she took on another role. When Steve was  

diagnosed with a brain tumor she became his comforter, and he her’s, for that matter. It 

was as if they had a pact: “If you hold on, I’ll hold on.” The only problem with the pact was 

that a little ol’ blue bitch can only hold on for so long. In the end, it is not the accolades 

that are important. It’s what Kate added to our live: companionship, joy, a shared passion 

for a life style. From the brash, boldness of youth to the docile gentility as the still re-

spected alpha senior, there will only be one Kate.  

 

You rode for the brand, girl, but now your work is done. It’s time for you to rest. The  

memory of who you were and what you did may dim, but the flame of your spirit will never 

extinguish. We love you. 

 

DC HTCH WTCH Tenaja’s Cattle Kate Osage, 

HX,HXBS,HXAC,QW,HTDIIIsgc,HRDIIIcsg,RTDc,PATDc 

July 12, 1994 – March 12, 2010 

Julie & Steve Waltenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate’s final specialty win. 
Cattle HIT and FIFTH National  

Cattle Championship 
Age 12 years old 



 

Kate First Place; Herding Titled Bitch  
6 years old 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May of 2009 I chose to adopt 

a deaf cattledog. My beloved cat-

tledog Ogie had passed away 

about 6 months earlier and al-

though I still had 2 dogs some-

thing was missing.  Then I saw a  

posting of a cute, deaf cattledog  

There was just something about 

him, a wise look in his eyes , and he seemed so unwanted. The timing was right, a phone 

call, and the rest is history.  I was a little nervous at first, a deaf dog, maybe I made a mis-

take. When I went to pick him up I looked in his crate and it was love at first sight.  Quigley 

was 7 months old and he was so cute. Arriving 

home he adjusted quickly, finding his place 

among  a cattledog, a labmix, 3 cats, a horse, a 

pony and a potbellied pig. If you could  have 

seen the look on his face the first time he 

saw the pig:-))  He took over beds, bones, and 

toys. He was happy and self assured from day 

one. We learned to- gether, learning to com-

municate one sign at a time.  Quigley seemed to 

learn quicker than I could come up with 

signs. I use obedience signs, american sign lan-

guage, and some made up signs. Quigley has ex-

celled in obedience and rally. And we are going to 

start k9 nosework classes and attend a 

one day tracking semi- nar. Hopefully a deaf dog 

has a good nose.  Quig- ley is smart, friendly, will-

ing, lovable, devoted and charismatic, drawing at-

tention wherever he goes. He has a fondness 

for strangers often cud- dling up to anyone willing 

to give him attention. He is comfortable with him-

self  and comfortable wherever he goes. He is a great dog and a great companion to me 

and my other cattledog. I can't imagine life with out him. To think he was probably so close 

to being euthanized is unthinkable. After living with a deaf cattldog for a year his disability 

By Cathy Jecture 



goes almost unnoticed. He is even  a good watchdog since he misses nothing visually, 

barking to alert me.  He vocalizes very appropriately with a variety of barks, whimpers and 

whines. He is just like any other cattldog; alert, watchful, willful, mischievous, quick to 

learn and full of life. He may be deaf, but he has his eyes, his keen sense of smell and his 

cattledog smarts. I would not hesitate to adopt another deaf cattledog. So please give your 

deaf pups a chance, they grow up to be great pets.  

 

For more information on living with a deaf cattledog or any questions please contact me 

and I will try to be of assistance,  Cathy Jecture,  cjecture@live.com 

 

 

mailto:cjecture@live.com


 

 

 

 

 

By Nickie Polson 
 

Everything I know about training and living with dogs, I have learned from cattledogs. I 

adopted a deaf ACD four years ago because I was ready for my next teacher.  

My search for a deaf ACD came out of the challenges of living with my hearing ACD, Ms. 

Patch. We were a one cattledog family at the time. Ms. Patch is a red girl who was born 

thinking too much. She is a natural worrier, which led her to be a very reactive dog.   

Reactive dogs are attuned to the body language of other dogs. Patch gave me my first les-

sons on dog body language, both as I watched her to figure out the state of her mind and 

as I watched other dogs in her vicinity. 

 

She showed me a major gap in my awareness of my own body language, too. Patch is my 

first agility dog. In the process of learning agility with her, I discovered that body language 

outweighs the spoken word when communicating with a dog on the run. Directing Patch 

around an agility course, I found that if I was leaning toward the tunnel, she would go to it 

even if I was calling it by the wrong name. How often did I say 'chute' when I meant 

'tunnel?' Patch never so much as glanced at the obstacle I named - she knew where we 

were going. 

 

Earlier in our training, I became all too aware that I knew very little about what my body 

was saying to my dog. I dashed around the course trying to keep up with Patch, breath-

lessly calling out obstacle names. If my body said the right things to my dog, she would 

take the obstacle I intended, no matter what I said. 

 

At other times, I would hear my instructor shouting, "Where were your shoulders pointing?" 

I was amazed to discover that I had no idea what my body was doing at any given time on 

the course. Which arm was I using? Where were my feet pointing? What were my shoul-

ders indicating? 

 

Patch could have told me, but she wasn't talking. She let me try to figure it out on my own, 

and slowly, I did. 

 

If I was so unaware of nonverbal communication doing agility, where the body language is 



relatively simple to spot, what else didn't I know about communicating with dogs?  

 

I wanted to figure that out, but even with that question in mind, I couldn't seem to let go of 

the human need to speak. I would work with Patch, find that we weren't communicating 

very well on learning some new skill, and suddenly find myself giving her tips in English. 

 

Patch made that easy for me because she has studied English as a second language. I felt 

like I was cheating. I kept taking the easy way out.  

 

What if I worked with a dog who would not give me that chance? What if I had a deaf dog? 

 

The more I thought about it, the better I liked the idea. That's how Loki came to be a part 

of my life. 

 

I found Loki on a deaf dog website. He was 

then known as Oscar and had been rescued 

from a shelter in Kentucky by Michael Stumpff 

and his Tennessee Valley Cattle Dog Rescue. I 

doubt if Michael would have sent him to me up 

on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, if he 

hadn't already known something about me 

from my participation in several cattledog lists. 

 

No one seemed know Loki was deaf until  

Michael got him back to his rescue and had a 

chance to work with him a bit. That's a common 

story for deaf dogs. A young deaf dog is often 

turned in at a shelter because "he doesn't lis-

ten to me." 

 

Many people find it amazing that (1) dogs can 

be deaf, and (2) that I can train a deaf dog.  

 

I find it amazing that they have these thoughts. I get a big kick out of showing off what 

Loki and I can do when we meet someone like that. We have quite a repertoire of dance 

moves because Loki is keen to learn tricks - every trick means a treat to him.  

 

Why shouldn't some dogs be born deaf? People are. And why shouldn't I be able to train 

him -taking into account the fact that he is a goofball male ACD who leaps before he 

looks? 

 

There's nothing wrong with Loki's ability to think and interact. Once it was clear to him that 

http://www.tvcattledogrescue.org/


humans give food rewards when he plays the learning game with them, he was all over it.  

 

The difficulty for people figuring this out is probably that humans are so verbal. When we 

communicate, we spend most of our time thinking about words. When I was training 

Patch, I would agonize over which word I would choose to name a new behavior because I 

wanted it to be different from all the other words we used.  

 

But even we humans use a lot of body language and facial expression. We just don‟t know 

that we do. If you every turn off the sound when watching a movie, you will find that you 

can pick up a lot of information about what's going on just by watching body movement 

and faces. 

 

Dogs are naturals when it comes to reading body language. After all, that is the basis of 

how they communicate with each other. English is not their first language. 

 

I suspect that a lot of our dog training with hearing dogs involves a process of training our 

dogs to pay less attention to our body language and more to our spoken words. 

 

We verbal humans feel like we are communi-

cating with our dogs when we talk. Since 

most of them only know a few words, they 

hear, "blah, blah, sit, blah, treat, blah, blah."  

 

Some can pick words out of the stream of 

communication and some can't. Some very 

attuned dogs are able to get a lot of meaning 

out of the flow of words coming from their per-

son. They are the exception. 

 

How many times have you heard people say-

ing, "sit, sit, sit," to their dogs while their dogs 

apparently ignore them? For the dogs, the 

words have been given no particular meaning 

or importance – they don‟t see the point of 

the words. 

What if you have a hand signal for sit - a motion that you have given meaning to? The dog 

glances at you, you make the signal, and the dog sits. Simple. 

 

One of the first things a deaf dog can teach a person is how to build a relationship so that 

the dog finds some reason to keep glancing over to check if there's anything you are going 

to do together. You can't communicate if the dog doesn't see you.  

 



In fact, a deaf dog will often purposely not look at you if he does not want to hear what you 

have to say. Loki does that when I open the gate to go into the cat room. (Our cat needs a 

quiet space in a two cattledog household.) Loki has a deep-seated desire to clean up the 

cat`s food, so he peers around my legs and tries not to see that I`m telling him to sit and 

stay. He doesn`t look up. 

 

Loki and I went to several Well-Mannered Dog Classes (he graduated!) and a number of 

agility classes. I frequently heard other students in those classes complain jokingly that it 

wasn't fair - my dog would look at me. Their dogs were focused on other things and not 

taking input. 

Loki wasn't always that focused, of course. I had a lot of work to do with him to build the 

relationship. He came to me when he was two years old. He was a teenager who had lived 

in a lot of places and it took him a while to feel he was home. 

 

I run into people who have a hard time believing that Loki is deaf. They devise tests and 

tend to believe he has some hearing. They tell me that they have never considered that a 

dog might not be able to hear. 

 

Deaf dogs are very good at disguising their situation to the uneducated eye. They respond 

to things that go on around them much like their hearing buddies because they tend to be 

very good observers, and they are very tuned in to vibration.  

 

Sound is vibration, of course. A deaf dog doesn't hear sound; he feels it. 

 

Loki knows when Patch barks. He knows when neighboring dogs are barking. He knows 

when a door is slammed in the house. I used to wonder about his reactions and if he 

might hear after all, until 

one day when Patch and I 

were at opposite ends of 

the house. I was holding an 

empty plastic bottle. Patch 

barked, and I could feel the 

vibration through my finger-

tips on that bottle. Loki 

dashed off to see what was 

up. That convinced me. 

 

Deaf dogs can hide their 

lack of hearing quite easily 

if they live with another 

dog. Loki keeps an eye on 

Patch, and takes cues from 



her. If I call her, he'll come run-

ning too. But even in a one-dog 

household, a deaf dog can get 

along by observing the patterns 

of everyday life, and fitting in. 

 

Deaf dogs tend to want to see 

everything. They want to be be-

side their people. A hearing dog 

can let you go into another part of 

the house and keep track of you 

just by the sounds you make. A 

deaf dog doesn't have that luxury. 

He has to be there to know what's 

happening.  

 

For the first year, Loki slept with 

me. He needed the contact, and 

worried that I would get up and leave him when he wasn't looking. As he gained confi-

dence in the predictability of his new world with us, he started to relax. These days he isn't 

as anxious to maintain physical contact, but he still likes to position himself so he can see 

the doorways and the hall - trying to keep track of us. I suspect he wakes himself up regu-

larly, just to check if anyone has moved when he wasn't paying attention. 

 

During that first year, if Loki was sleeping and I was going to leave the room he was in, I 

made sure to touch him so he would wake and see what was happening. I was building his 

trust in me - never wanting him to feel the fear that could come if he woke up alone. 

 

I have wondered why, for some people, deaf dogs have a reputation for being vicious. Per-

haps it happened because it can take people a long time to figure out that a dog is deaf. 

Imagine what it might be like to be a pup trying to figure out how to get along with hu-

mans, when those same humans have no idea that you cannot hear? You would have peo-

ple coming up behind you and startling you, maybe shaking you roughly because you have-

n't responded to being called. They could easily get very frustrated with you and treat you 

harshly. 

 

Loki has been with us for four years now. He is a lovable, funny member of our family. His 

deafness is not a disability. If you asked him, he would probably tell you that the biggest 

downside to being deaf is that he doesn't hear when I drop food on the kitchen floor. Patch 

does, and she gets it first. 

He has indeed taught me a great deal about communicating with dogs. Perhaps he has 

also taught me a lot about accepting different abilities. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deaf Dog Resources From the Spirit of Deaf Dogs web site……... 

http://www.spiritofdeafdogs.org/ 

 

Living with A Deaf Dog 

by Susan Cope-Becker 

ISBN: 0966005805 

 

Susan Cope Becker bought a puppy that couldn't hear, and she turned her quest for help into a 

book to help others understand and cope with a deaf pet. In Living with a Deaf Dog you'll find 

information about hearing tests, causes of congenital deafness, behavior of deaf dogs, training 

tips, hand signal diagrams, a list of resources, and several stories from the owners of deaf 

dogs. 

 

Hear, Hear! A Guide To Training a Deaf Puppy 

by Barry Eaton 

ISBN: 095330390X  

 

This is the first book any owner of a deaf dog should get. It helps with the basics and helps you 

realize that your dog can live a normal life. The book includes research on the topic of canine 

deafness, how-to's for training and communicating, plus collected personal experiences of deaf 

dog owners from all over the world. Contents: getting and keeping the deaf dog's attention, over 

25 hand signs (some illustrated), training and safety tips, testing a dog for deafness at home, 

BAER testing/what, where and why, genetics of canine deafness, deaf dog myths (aggression & 

brain damage), stories about deaf dogs from their owners, resources for products, books, or-

ganizations, and an opportunity to assist in deaf dog research.  

 

Amazing Gracie 

by Dan Dye and Mark Beckloff  

 

Gracie was a deaf and partially blind albino Great Dane with a delicate constitution and a pen-

chant for small miracles. Dan is the man-sad over the loss of his last dog and trapped in a 

dead-end job-who adopted her. Three Dog Bakery is the burgeoning and much-publicized chain 

of canine bakeries that, inspired by Gracie, Dan and his friend Mark founded. A love story, 

AMAZING GRACIE describes how Dan saves Gracie, the loneliest pup in the litter, then how, 

over the next ten years, Gracie saves Dan and Mark, teaching them the real meaning of happi-

http://www.spiritofdeafdogs.org/


ness. There's the moment of meeting, when Gracie gets to her feet like a clumsy foal and nuz-

zles Dan's nose. Gracie's romance with the pint-size Boston Terrier next door. And the eureka 

moment (born of Gracie's anorexia-inducing dislike for commercial dog food): Dan teaches him-

self to cook and within three days begins baking the dog cookies that will transform their lives. 

AMAZING GRACIE is a dog-lover's treat. 

 

The Spirit of Deaf Dogs  

has many deaf dogs looking for homes…...please visit their web site at:     

                                http://www.spiritofdeafdogs.org/adoption/Adopt.htm 

 

 

 

Other Resources for Deaf Dogs…….. 

 
D2Care 

Deaf Dog Connections, Advocacy, Resources & Education, Inc. 

"Connecting Deaf Dogs with Caring People “        http://d2care.org/ 

 

Dr. Strain, LSU 

http://www.lsu.edu/deafness/deaf.htm 
 

DEAF Dogs. Org 

http://www.deafdogs.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

“For perhaps, if the truth were known,  

we are all a little blind, a little deaf, 

 a little handicapped, a little lonely, a little less than perfect.   

And if we can learn to appreciate and utilize  

the dog’s full potential, we will,  together, 

make it in this life on earth.”  

Author unknown 

http://www.spiritofdeafdogs.org/adoption/Adopt.htm
http://d2care.org/
http://www.lsu.edu/deafness/deaf.htm
http://www.deafdogs.org/


 

“This book is a must-have for all dog lovers and would make a great gift. There is nothing else like it! 

—Dr. Marty Becker, "America's Veterinarian” 

 

 
When I couldn't find the book I wanted for my dogs, I decided to make it myself. This book includes eve-
rything you need for your dog, with a records section, a resources section, and tips for understanding 
your dog better. Click here to look inside the book. Click here to view the book trailer video. Click here to 
order. 

 For daily use, travel, and emergencies, this compact book has everything in one place. The Records 
section has space for vet records, plus everything someone would need to know about your dog. It also 
includes "Hound Bites", words of wisdom from the dogs themselves. The Resources section includes 
information on how to use a microchip effectively, how to prevent your dog from getting lost, how to make 
a disaster plan for your family and pets (with info from Noahs' Wish,), traveling with your dog, basic first 
aid tips, and more. Features include a hard cover, concealed wire-o binding to lay flat for writing, archive-
quality pages for inserting photos, tabbed pages marking individual sections, and a sealed pocket for 

storing important records. And… it’s MADE IN THE U.S.A.!! 

The Not Without My Dog Resource & Record Book is available at the special online price of $25 
through April 30th (suggested retail price $28.95). Save $12.95 when you purchase the Not Without 
My Dog Resource & Record Book with the award-winning 8 State Hurricane Kate: The Journey and 
Legacy of a Katrina Cattle Dog (usually $18.95)—buy both books for just $34.95 through April 30th. 
Books are expected to ship in June. You may also donate a book to the Humane Society of Louisiana or 
Noah's Wish (free shipping for donated books). . 

 Click here to order. 

 Recommended by MuttShack Disaster Response Animal Rescue 

 

“A valuable guide you'll find yourself turning to again and again throughout your dog's life.” 

—Kyra Kirkwood, Author of Move Over, Rover! 

http://tinyurl.com/y438s9q
http://tinyurl.com/ydllqn6
http://www.8statekate.net/wordpress/?page_id=1715
http://www.noahswish.info/
http://www.humanela.org/
http://www.noahswish.info/
http://www.8statekate.net/wordpress/?page_id=1715
http://www.muttshack.org/



